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Join the WALKABOUT Program! 

(Training September 8 at 7:00 pm - required) 

The WalkAbout Program is a great way to stay connected to your 
child’s school without a big time commitment.  The program is a 
parent staffed program that provides a positive adult presence on 
campus during high traffic times (before/after school and lunch 
times).   

The additional adult presence discourages inappropriate behavior 
therefore allowing students to feel safe.  It also gives parents an 
additional connection to a big part of their child’s day.  You can 
volunteer as much or as little as your schedule allows and each shift 
is typically only 30 minutes.   Great for working parents and its fun! 

All IMS parents are welcome to participate after completing a one 
time required training session on Tuesday, September 8 at  

7:00 pm in the IMS Commons.  Don’t miss the chance to stay 
connected!  (Only required for parents new to the program.) 

For more information about the program check out the website at 
www.ims.issaquah.wednet.edu  (click on “WalkAbout” on the left side 
panel). 

President Obama Address to Students 

As you may have heard, next Tuesday President Obama will address 
students directly about the importance of education. The U.S. Secretary of 
Education and Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction have 
each asked local districts to inform schools about this event. In the Issaquah 
School District, classroom teachers have been given the option to show the 
President’s address—via online streaming, CSPAN, or a recorded version—

http://www.ims.issaquah.wednet.edu/


if it fits into the context of their lessons for the day. The address is non-
political in nature and—as delivered by the national government’s executive 
leader—a historic event. Teachers are expected to present the speech like 
any other real-world example of U.S. civics in action (which is a District-
wide student learning goal). Any teacher who chooses to air the address will 
do so objectively and in context of the curriculum without expressing 
personal viewpoints. As always, parents can contact their teacher if they 
want their child to participate in an alternative activity. More information 
about the President’s address is on the U.S. Department of Education’s 
webpage, where the full text of the speech should be posted by Monday. 

HIV/AIDS Curriculum Information Sessions for grades 6-12 

Your child’s teacher will be teaching the district adopted HIV/AIDS and Human 
Sexuality curriculum during this coming school year.  To allow you an opportunity to 
examine the instructional materials and view the videos that may be used, there will be 
two public viewings of the materials at Issaquah Valley Elementary Multi-Purpose Room 
on the following dates: 

 

Tuesday, September 22, 2009                       6:30 pm 

Saturday, September 26, 2009          9:00 am 

At the appointed time there will be an informal presentation with viewing of video(s).  
Curriculum staff will be available to answer your questions. 

It is not necessary for parents to attend a public review session if they do not intend to 
exempt their children from the Family Life and Sexual Health (FLASH) or HIV/AIDS 
instruction.  However, the Washington State Omnibus AIDS law requires a parent to 
attend a public viewing session and review the materials before such an exemption may 
be requested or granted.  Being familiar with the curriculum will enhance your ability to 
talk with your child about this serious health threat. 

In recognition of the significant threat that the HIV/AIDS virus presents to the health of 
the people of our nation, the Washington state legislature passed the Omnibus AIDS Bill 
in 1988.  This law directs local school districts to provide yearly instruction to students in 
grades 5-12 about the pathology and prevention of the HIV/AIDS virus.   

Session Location:                   Issaquah Valley Elementary School 

555 NW Holly St. 

http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/academic/bts.html
http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/academic/bts.html
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